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Dear members,

Ever wonder how many members are i the Alliance Francaise de
Jacksonille? In April we added two more members for a grand total of
124. Thank you all for your interest and support.

Before we recap lastmont's events, please be aware that this s French
Week. This is an important part of the history of Jacksonville and should
be celebrated. Since the arrival of Jean-Ribault there have been 451
years of French speaking In Jacksonville! This is the 2nd annual French
week and we hope It continues. One way to ensure that it continues is to
support the many restaurants that are having specials. Scroll down to the
bottom of this emall for active links to French Week.

April Roundup

There was a reception and award ceremony of international importance
the evening of April 25th, in Tallahassee. It was held by The Consul
General of France, Mr. Gaél de Maisonneuve.

Two of our members, Jim Jandreau and his wife attended this event,
‘about which he was kind enough to write us the following report:

“Judy and | were honored and pleased to represent The Alliance Frangaise de
Jacksonvill to attend the presentation of France's highest distinction, The Legion
of Honor, o six American Veterans of World War Two. This honor was created
by Napoléon Bonaparte in 180210 . .. reward extraordinary accomplishments
‘and outstanding services rendered to France and based on a personal decision
by the President of the French Republic.’ The award was presented by the
Honorabe Frangois Delatire, Ambassador of France to the United States. This
was a very moving ceremony held in the Florida Historic Capital Museurn in
Tallahassee. These honored veterans became Knights of the Legion of

Honor. The master of ceremonies was Mr. Gaél de Maisonneuve, The Consul
General of France.

‘The event also was the Official Launch of the French Caucus by Florida Senator
Anitere Flores and Florida Representative Lake Ray. The purpose of this caucus
s to foster dialogue and cooperation between Florida and France.
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*Viva Fiorida' perfume to commemorate the occasion of the 500 anniversary of
the State of Fiorida.

“The bestowing of the Legion of Honor, along with the other events, was followed
by a cockiall reception.”

During the event the Ambassador of France to the United States,
His Excellency Frangois Delattre presented the Legion of Honor medal to
the following American WWIl Veterans:

Captain Floyd Coleman Marvin Edwards
Axel Hansen, Jr. Frederick Felentzer
James Jernegan John'S. Ripandelli

Our monthly membership meeting was presented on April 7 by Professor
Jennifer Chase. She discussed the development and production of her
rock opera “La Caroline” which AFJax helped sponsor. This opera has.
been performed in Jacksonville and Nantes. As with all our monthly.
meetings, wine and cheese was served.

Wednesday night, April 177, our Alliance chapter received a private
‘concert by “Mary-Lou” at JJ's Liberty Bistro in Ponte Vedra. “Mary-Lou" is
‘a French folk and country group from Brittany. We would be pleased if
they will return soon, perhaps annually. Many thanks to Jean-Jacques
Vigoureux for holding the concert at his restaurant and for his support of
the Alliance.

The Tournées French Film Festival ran from April 10th to April 27th at
Edward Waters College. It was wonderful to have this event in
Jacksonville and we hope that will become an annual event.
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May 8. French speaking lunch. Gome try out your French or just isten if
you prefer, alllevels of French speakers welcome - JJ's Paris Bistro, Gate
Parkway at 12.30p.m. Please RSVP directly to the restaurant - (904) 996-
7557

May 19° 5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. A special four-course French dinner (and
‘our monthly membership meeting). The dinner will be presented by the.
staff of Aprons Cooking School in the Publix Supermarket.

The menu:

1< course: Gruyere Gougeres (savory French cheese puffs)
2 course: Nicolse salad with tarragon seared tuna

3 course: Coq au Vin (red wine braised chicken)

4 course: Crepe Suzette

An appropriate wine will be served with each course.

‘The wine is included in the cost of $40 per person. Please RSVP to reserve
your place at the table by sending a check payable to Alliance Frangaise
de Jacksonville by May 7°.
Mail to:
Alliance Francaise de Jacksonville
P.0. Box 54173
Jacksonville, FL 32245

Address and directions:
Aprons is inside the Publix on San Jose Boulevard north of 1-295.
10500 San Jose Blvd.

Jacksonville, Florida 32257

DRIVING DIRECTIONS
From downtown Jacksonville: Take 1-95 South to 1-295 North. Take the
Orange Park exit (#337) and continue north until you reach San Jose
BIVd/SR 13. Go north on San Jose Boulevard. Go through the first light, and
the store s located immediately on the left next to the Target store.

From West Jacksonville: Take 1-295 South to I-295 East. Take the San
Jose Bivd./SR 13 exit (#5). Take a left at the light, and travel north for
‘approximately 0.3 miles. The store is on the left.

May 29° - 6.00p.m. onwards - Happy Hour - Gome and enjoy a
drinkiappetizers with your AF friends at the Orsay restaurant, 3630 Park
St, Jacksonville 32205 . Please RSVP to aflax@aol.com by May 27".

Looking forward to seeing you soon,
Abientot,

Don Culpepper




