L’Alliance Française de Jacksonville – March Newsletter
Dear members,

We had a great celebration for La Chandeleur with our friends from Sister Cities, more that 70 people attended and enjoyed crêpes made by Lucie. Our thanks to Joanne and Leo Davis for providing the venue.

Thank you to all our members who donated to the fundraiser for First Coast. Unfortunately the trip had to be cancelled. Members who donated cash or checks will have their donation returned. Jean-Jacques Vigoureux has generously offered that monies raised through the wine fundraiser will go to the Alliance Française event held at JJ’s Liberty Bistro on April 17th (see “Save the date” below).

Please note the chance to have a Q&A with actress Audrey Tatou and Annie Miller and also with director Alice Wincour

at the Daytona Beach Rendez-Vous with French Cinema this week.

Upcoming events
March 1-7th – Rendez-Vous with French Cinema. There is a French film festival being held this week in Daytona Beach, just a short trip down the road for those of us! Please note the two live Q&A, one with actress Audrey Tatou  and Annie Miller and one with director Alice Wincour.
PERSECUTION
March 1 – 7:30 pm

March  2 – 1:30 pm

French W/ Subtitles

Patrice Chéreau, 2012, France, 100min A brutally intimate close-up of the moment-to-moment dissolution of a love affair, this psychological drama stars Duris as a brooding, bestubbled Parisian juggling a hot-and-cold relationship with a jet-setting careerist (Gainsbourg) and the intrusions of a middle-aged male stalker who has claimed him as the love of his life. Fueled by emotionally charged dialogue and nervy, passionate performances, Persecution continues Chéreau’s masterful observation of human desire in all its intricacies and contradictions. Starring Romain Duris, Charlotte Gainsbourg, Jean-Hugues Anglade.

GRANNY’S FUNERAL
March 2 – 7:30 pm

March 3-1:30 pm

French W/ Subtitles 
Bruno Podalydès, 2012, France, 100m Although he made no effort to see his grandmother in her waning years, pharmacist Armand (director Podalydès’ brother and co-writer Denis) must now deal with her funeral arrangements. This is awkward enough, but nothing like his emotional swings between a wife he can’t quite part from and a lover he can’t quite commit to, in a comedy stamped with the Podalydès brand of caustic, Gallic wit. With Valerie Lemercier, Isabelle Candelier, Catherine Heigel and Benoit Hamon.

THERESE DESQUEYROUS

March 3 – 3:30 pm

French W/ Subtitles

Q&A with actress Audrey Tautou after the film!  Claude Miller, 2012, France, 110m The late Miller’s final film elegantly adapts François Mauriac’s modern classic of a woman’s growing resistance to her suffocating marriage, and showcases a remarkable Audrey Tautou as the disturbed titular heroine. With Gilles Lelouche, Anaïs Demoustier, Catherine Arditi. An MPI Pictures release. Post-screening Q&A with Audrey Tautou and Annie Miller, wife and producing partner of the late Claude Miller
RICH IS THE WOLF
March 5 – 1:30 pm

March 7 – 7:30 pm

French w/ Subtitles

Damien Odoul, 2012, France, 82m Perplexed at the sudden disappearance of her husband, a wife watches hours of videotape that he’s recorded over the previous seven years to piece together some clues. Odoul’s most daring feature, whose color and black-and-white images are culled from his own videotaping, confirms his place as one of France’s genuinely exploratory filmmakers. Stars Marie-Eve Nadeau, Damien Odoul.
AUGUSTINE
March 5 – 9:00 pm *

March 6 – 1:30 pm

French W/ Subtitles

·  Post film screening with director Alice Wincour on Tuesday
 Alice Winocour, 2012, France, 102m Based on a true case, writer-director Winocour has adapted a true case of a progressive 19th century doctor/therapist and his unusual patient into a study of personal wills, hidden desires and reversals of fate. A maid who suffers from seizures is sent to a mental hospital, where she appears to be condemned for life until Professor Charcot finds in her the possibilities of testing his advanced notions of the sources of so-called “hysteria.” Soko as Augustine and Vincent Lindon as Charcot deliver astonishing performances. A Music Box Films release. Post-screening Q&A with director Alice Wincour on Tuesday March 5th (9pm ET)
 
YOU, ME, US
March 6 – 7:30 pm

March 7 – 1:30 pm

French W/ Subtitles

Jacques Doillon, 2012, France, 136m The tentative nature of relationships is explored in dazzling, three-dimensional fashion in this cleverly written and directed roundelay between current and former lovers. Aya, the mother of a bright young daughter, struggles to come to terms with the end of her marriage, while hoping to have a child with her new lover. Stars Lou Doillon, Samuel Benchetrit, Malik Zidi, Olga Milshtein.

Read more at http://www.cinematique.org/rendezvous-with-french-cinema/#RKSBiAfri52TFfmr.99
March 10th from 3.00pm to 5.00p.m.– Our monthly membership meeting will be a presentation by our friend and member Jerry Marterer.

He will present a chapter from his book “Paris 201”: "Impressionism in Paris-Connecting the Dots" Please note the location - The Hampton Inn & Suites, 13733 Beach Boulevard, Jacksonville FL 32224. 
Wine and cheese will be served.
March 13th at 12.30p.m – French Speaking Lunch

Come try out your French or just listen if you prefer, all levels of French speakers welcome – JJ’s Paris Bistro, Gate Parkway at 12.30p.m. Please RSVP directly to the restaurant - (904) 996-7557

March 15th from 9.00a.m to 3.00p.m  -  Education seminar
The French Embassy is sending an outstanding educator to speak to our French teachers about the latest literary and language trends on March 15th from 9:00-3:00.  Our friend and AF member Joanne Davis, who is head of world languages for Duval County, has extended an invitation to any Alliance members who might be interested.  Location to be determined.  No charge.
 
March 21st at 1.30p.m. – Tea at the Cummer

Talks and Tea Lecture Series invites you to sit comfortably in the Galleries and Gardens of the Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens while art historians, artists, and other experts facilitate informational and educational discussions on various topics related to the Museum’s permanent collection, as well as special exhibitions. At the conclusion of each talk, tea and light refreshments will be served. It is Garden Month at The Cummer so join us for part 1 of a discussion about the Cummer Gardens. This month Chief Curator Holly Keris, will share her knowledge of the Italian and English Gardens. Reserve directly with the museum at 904.899.6038 to make your required reservations. $6 per person, payable at the door. Please also RSVP to afjax@aol by March 20th so we know to look out for you.

March 27th at 6.00p.m. – Happy Hour -  meet your AF friends for drinks and snacks at the Corner Bistro and Wine Bar 9823 Tapeastry Park Circle. Jacksonville 32246. RSVP to afjax@aol.com by March 26th
Save the Date

April 17th from 6.00p.m. to 8.00p.m. the French folk and country group Mary-Lou, direct from France, will perform at JJ’s Liberty Bistro in Ponte Vedra.

Watch out for those St. Patrick’s Day leprechauns!

Hope to see you all soon,

Sheila Kloc

