 L’Alliance Française de Jacksonville February Newsletter
Dear members,

We had a great turnout at our Fête des Rois celebration. Congratulations to Steve Paulson who found “la fève” and was our king and to Nolwenn Clarck who was chosen as queen. Congratulations also to team “Les Tigres”, who won our trivia quiz. Our thanks to Cheryl Thingvold for such a great event!

Upcoming events

February 10th – Our monthly membership meeting will be a celebration of “La Chandeleur”  - time to eat crêpes with friends to have good luck all year. We are holding this event with our friends from Sister Cities Nantes. Chef Lucie from Nantes is making the crêpes and will give a presentation. Please note the address;

Golfview Manor Condominiums 4300 Plaza Gate Lane South, Jacksonville 32217 3.00 to 5.00 p.m. $20 per person includes crêpes and wine/drinks. Please RSVP to afjax@aol.com or call 904-619-4013 by Feb. 5th  

February 13th -  French Speaking Lunch. Come try out your French or just listen if you prefer, all levels of French speakers welcome – JJ’s Paris Bistro, Gate Parkway at 12.30p.m. Please RSVP directly to the restaurant - (904) 996-7557

February 15th – Play– Conversations After a Burial
This play is a translation from the French and is a comedy about friends and family meeting after a funeral. It is at 8.00p.m at Players By The Sea Theatre, 106 6th St North, Jacksonville Beach. Tickets are $20 or $17 for seniors or military. For more information go to http://www.playersbythesea.org/performances/conversations-after-a-burial#synopsis
RSVP to Starr Molitano starmo62@gmail.com by February 10th
February 16th – An Evening in Paris. This is an Art Center fundraiser. Our friend and AF member Mary Atwood will be one of the presenters for the evening. There will be dancing, French food, wine, artists working, a silent auction of works by local artists, and Mary will be doing a PowerPoint presentation of over 75 images she captured with her camera while visiting Paris last summer. Held at The Haskell Building on Riverside Avenue. Tickets are $30 per person or $50 for a couple. Numbers are limited. For more information go to http://www.tacjacksonville.org/an-evening-in-paris  

To RSVP please contact Mary Atwood at AtwoodM@duvalschools.org by February 10th. 

February 21st – Amour This movie stars: Jean-Louis Trintignant, Emmanuelle Riva, and Isabelle Huppert.  Director: Michael Haneke. This movie has been nominated for many awards and is expected to do well at the Oscars. Shown in French. The Regal Cinema, Beach Boulevard, Jacksonville. Time TBA. More information will be sent nearer the date.

Tarot/Belote Club – Jean Davit had kindly offered to run a tarot/belote club for those members who already know how to play. Please contact Jean directly at Davit.Jean@mayo.edu
Jean has also offered to teach people how to play these traditional French card games. If you would like to learn how to play please RSVP to afjax@aol.com and put “tarot/belote” in the subject line. 

Once groups are formed participants will be notified of time/place/date. Thank you Jean!

There is a lot going on this month! We always want to support our members by passing on opportunities. Please take a few moments to read below.

Call for French teachers and tutors – we are often contacted by people looking for French teachers and tutors, both for adults and children. We would like to be able to match these people up with teachers/tutors in their area of Jacksonville. If you teach or tutor and would like to be on our teacher/tutor referral list please contact us at afjax@aol.com Please put “teacher/tutor” in the subject line. Please also see below, call for members’ businesses, of which you can also be part.

Call for members’ businesses  - AFJax would like to support our members by offering them the chance to advertise on our website. You can put in your business card or write two or three lines about the business with a link to your own site. Please send this to afjax@aol.com and put “business” in the subject line.

Call for artists, musicians, arts and crafters – Downtown Vision, which organizes the First Wednesday Art Walk in Jacksonville are looking for merchants with a French flavor for the Art Walk of May 1st which is to have a French Market theme in honor of French Day and the landing of Jean Ribault on that date in 1562. If you would be interested in having a stand at this event (or know someone who would) please let us know at afjax@aol.com Please put “ArtWalk” in the subject line and we will pass on your name to the relevant person. This would be a great showcase for the Alliance Française!

Thanks to funds raised from membership fees and donations, the AFJax is able to support young people in our community who are learning French. We have donated $150 to First Coast High School for their French program. We have also contributed a $500 scholarship to the Congrès de la Culture Française en Floride (CCFF) which is a Florida French language academic competition held annually in Orlando for High School students. Thank you AF members and benefactors.

Please note that this newsletter is intended for members only. From now on our newsletter and activity updates/reminders will only be sent to members. If you are not a member but still want to know about AF Jax activities please look at the calendar on our website www.afjax.org or contact us at afjax@aol.com.

We wish you all a Happy St. Valentine’s day !

Looking forward to seeing you all soon,

Sheila Kloc
