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Alliance Française de Jacksonville



             April Newsletter
Dear members,

It seems like spring is finally here so it is a good month to be out and about with the Alliance Française.

March roundup 
Le Congrès de la Culture Française was held in early March in Orlando, Florida. This is a French language and culture competition for high school students of French in Florida. It was founded by our own founder and dear friend, Mme Suzanne Carrell. This year over 900 students were present – French is alive and well in Florida!

Schools from Duval County, both public and private, were in attendance and received many awards and honors. Present were The Bolles School, Mandarin High School, First Coast High School and St John’s Country Day School. Congratulations to all the students and their teachers!

The Alliance Française de Jacksonville was able to offer a $500 scholarship to a senior intending to continue studying French at college level. This year’s awardee was Marley Butcher from West Shore Jr/Sr. High School in Melbourne. Well done, Marley!

The Alliance Française de Jacksonville is the only Alliance in Florida to offer a scholarship at Congrès and support French learners in this way. Thank you, members, for making this possible by your generous donations.

Alliance members were also present, Lauren Doyle-McCombs and Deanna Scheffer were there with teams from their respective schools and Cheryl Thingvold, Josiane Lloyd and I were there as judges. I can only say it was an incredible experience to see so many students eager to put their French to the test and to see the dedication and energy put into the Congrès by teachers and the Congrès administration – bravo to them!

Thanks to Jerry Marterer for an excellent presentation on Impressionism.

He has kindly agreed to give his presentation to high school French students and several teachers have already been in touch. 

Upcoming events
April 7th 3.00-5.00p.m – Our monthly membership meeting will be a presentation by Professor Jennifer Chase on the development and production of her rock opera “La Caroline” which AFJax helped sponsor. This opera has been performed in Jacksonville and Nantes. Jennifer is also going to talk to us about One Spark. One Spark is a five-day event for creators. From April 17 - 21, 2013, artists, entrepreneurs, and innovators will display projects in a 1.5 mile radius, multi-venue gallery in downtown Jacksonville, Florida. http://www.beonespark.com/ She will also perform for us. The presentation will be held at The Hampton Inn & Suites, 13733 Beach Boulevard, Jacksonville FL 32224. Wine and cheese will be served. Please RSVP to afjax@aol.com by April 5th.
April 10th – 27th  - The Tournées French Film Festival 

We have a French Film Festival right here in Jacksonville -  let’s go out and support one of our local colleges and this wonderful initiative!
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The Tournées French Film Festival
Presented by Edward Waters College
Milne Chapel Auditorium

1658 Kings Road

Jacksonville, FL 32209

Free admission for students and the general public

 FILM SCHEDULE:

White Material, at 7:00pm on Wednesday, April 10th, 2013

Le Havre, at 2:00pm on Saturday, April 13th, 2013

Un Homme Qui Crie / A Screaming Man, at 7:00pm on Friday, April 19th, 2013

Entre les Murs / The Class, at 2:00pm on Saturday, April 20th, 2013

Potiche, at 2:00pm on Saturday, April 27th, 2013

For additional info about the film festival contact Vicki at: (904) 470-8093

Support for the Tournées Festival is provided by Cultural Services of the French Embassy in the United States / Centre National de la Cinématographie et l’Image AniméeCampusFrance / Florence Gould Foundation / highbrow entertainment. www.facecouncil.org
April 10th 12.30p.m. – French speaking lunch Come try out your French or just listen if you prefer, all levels of French speakers welcome – JJ’s Paris Bistro, Gate Parkway at 12.30p.m. Please RSVP directly to the restaurant – (904) 996-7557
April 17th 6.30-8.30p.m. - Mary-Lou in Concert.  Time to put on your jeans

and checked shirts and round up your friends to listen to this French folk and country group from Brittany! They just arrived in Florida this week and are performing at JJ’s Liberty Bistro, 330 A1A, The Shoppes of Ponte Vedra, Ponte Vedra.$20 ($10 for kids and high school students) per person includes a glass of wine or soft drink and light appetizers plus the concert. Food and beverages will also be available for purchase. Please RSVP to afjax@aol by April 15th so we know to look out for you.

April 24th – 6.00 onwards – Happy Hour  - Come and enjoy a drink/appetizers with your AF friends at Orsay 3630 Park St, Jacksonville 32205 . Today is also Administrative Professionals day so come celebrate this with us! Please RSVP to afjax@aol.com by April 22nd.

May 1st – French Market In honor of French Week. French artists and merchants will showcase and sell their work. There will also be French food for sale. The market will take place from 4.00-9.00p.m on Laura St between Adams and Bay. Contact Angela Bruno for more information or if you are interested in having a booth – 

Downtown Vision, Inc.

214 N. Hogan Street, Suite 120

Jacksonville, FL 32202

 904.634.0303 x 232
We have been contacted by a French woman who is touring the US with her parents from 4/28 to 5/12. She is looking for accommodation for one or two nights with an American family near Jacksonville and in return will host in her home in Charente near Royans and Bordeaux. Please email afjax@aol.com if interested.

Looking forward to seeing you soon,

A bientôt,

Sheila Kloc
